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Hello! My name is Johan Alsdorf. It is my pleasure to
be working as a new member of the International
Communication staff in the Department of Humanities.
Whenever people ask me where | am from, my answers tend
to get complicated. My name is German, but | do not know
any German, though | wish | did. By citizenship, I'm American,
but | have some German, French, and Japanese blood in
me. | have lived in many places, but | consider Kobe and
Los Angeles to be my hometowns. Growing up, | attended
an international school where | had classmates and friends

coming from a variety of different countries and all sorts of ~ you. Human beings tend to attribute these “hidden cultural —EEEE—————.
backgrounds. In short, my culture became and is a hybrid of differences” to personality flaws. —
several cultures, especially Japanese and American. This is just a part of human nature. Human beings have a 7
Later, when | started working in the Japanese educational  tendency to believe that their culture is the best without ] %
system, | started pondering what it means for someone to be objectively questioning what lead them to this conclusion. Z\\
“international” or “globalized.” What do people really mean We teachers especially need to keep in mind that our values, =
when they talk about understanding other cultures? Ethnic beliefs, ways of doing things, etc. are not absolute. They are JL
dances, costumes, art, architecture, food, or anything else merely reflections of our own cultural background. Only by =
that can be seen or touched are only the “tip of the iceberg.” understanding and becoming aware of these hidden aspects hd
These visible differences usually do not lead to serious of our own culture, can we truly recognize and respect our =
problems and/or conflicts between people. That is because cultural differences. 5 {\
people easily see and recognize them as being part of the =3 -

cultural difference. It is the “hidden differences” that can lead
to friction and conflict between cultural groups.

Like a huge iceberg, most of which is underwater, the greater
part of our culture is not visible. Culture includes values, logic,
humor, justice, morality, relationships--- the list is endless.
A lot of what we consider our common sense is a part of
our culture. For example, in Western cultures, if you do not
look at the person you are talking to, people will have a bad
impression of you. However, in some cultures, it is considered
rude to look someone in the eye when they are talking to

N
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